
 

 

ADJECTIVES 
 

 

Form Only one form for singular and 
plural. 
 

Intelligent woman 
Intelligent women 

Position Before nouns. It’s a nice new house 
A typical Englishman. 

After some verbs : be, get, 
look, seem, become, sound, 
feel, smell, taste. 

The dinner smells good. Tom 
sounded angry. Your friend 
seems very happy. Be 

careful! Tom looked sad. 
 

Some adjectives only after 
verb: 

Alive, afraid, awake, asleep… 
 

Don’t be afraid! 
They were alive. 

Order: OSASCOMP A small black plastic bag; 
an old white cotton shirt; 
 

Comparative As…..as  /  so…as 
 

 
The same…(noun)…as 

Arthur is as rich as Joe. My 
salary isn’t so (as) high as 

yours.  
Tom is the same age as 

George. 

less…than He is less efficient than 

Olivia. 
 

 
-er  than  / more…..than.  

The test was easier than we 
expected. 
Happiness is more important 

than money. 
 

Irregular Better, worse, further, elder, 
less, more. 

 

Superlative  

The   -est   /  the most 

Yesterday was the hottest 

day of the year. 
That was the most boring 
film I’ve ever seen. 

Irregular Best, worst, furthest, eldest, 
least, most. 

Parallel 
increase 

 
The -er….the –er 

 
 

 The more…the more 
 
 

 

The sooner the better. 
The warmer the weather, 

the better I feel. 
The more you have, the 

more you want. 
The more expensive the 
hotel, the better the 

service. 



 

 

Gradual 
increase 

-er and –er 
 
More and more ……. 

Your English is getting 
better and better. 
That holes is getting bigger 

and bigger. 
Travelling is becoming more 

and more expensive. 
 

Infinitive Some adjectives are followed 
by an infinitive 

It’s interesting to see. 
It’s difficult to understand. 
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Nouns as adjectives A shoe shop, a ten-
mile work. 

 
Adjectives in –ly: friendly, lovely, lonely, 

likely, ugly, silly, cowardly, deadly 

A deadly virus; It was 
a cowardly attack; 

Her singing was lovely 

 

Adjectives without nouns to talk about 
some social groups: the young, the old, the 

disabled, the rich, the poor, the sick, the 
deaf, the unemployed, the homeless. Some 
nationalities ending in sh or ch: The Welsh, 

the British, the French. And general abstract 
ideas: The beautiful, the good 

 

 

The unemployed are 
loosing hope. 

The British are very 
proud of their sense of 
humour. 

The beautiful is not 
the same as the good. 

 

Adjectives in –ED and in –ING: 
    Fascinating            fascinated 
    Exciting                 excited 

    Amusing                amused 
    Astonishing            astonished 

    Shocking                shocked 
    Disgusting              disgusted 
    Embarrassing          embarrassed 

    Confusing               confused 
    Frightening             frightened 

    Worrying                worried 
    Annoying                annoyed 
    Satisfying               satisfied 

 

 

I was disappointed 
with the film. The film 
was disappointing. 

 
He is always very tired 

when he gets home 
from work. He has a 
very tiring job. 

Adjectives followed by prepositions: good 

at, interested in, jealous of, proud of, sure 
of, anxious about, different from, polite 

of..to 

The salesman is sure 

of his promotion. 
It’s very nice of you to 

remember my 
birthday. 

 


