
 

 

CONNECTORS 

Sentence connectors are used to link ideas from one sentence to the next and to 

give paragraphs coherence. Sentence connectors perform different functions and 

are placed at the beginning of a sentence. They are used to introduce, order, 

contrast, sequence ideas, theory, data etc. (See the Writing Guide in your book) 

Some useful information: 

 Pay attention to the difference between some connectors: 

 

- Although, Even though 

- In spite of the fact that / Despite the fact 

that 

- Because 

- So that 

- As a result 

- In addition 

 

 

- Subject and a verb 

  

- In spite of / Despite 

- Because of / Due to / Thanks to 

- As a result of 

- In addition to 

- Noun phrase or pronoun 

             OR 

- Verb in –ING 

 

 

Examples: 

We enjoyed our camping holiday although it rained every day 

Despite the pain in his leg he completed the marathon. 

Despite having all the necessary qualifications, they didn’t offer me the job. 

 

He couldn't play because he hurt his leg. 

The river overflowed its banks because of the rain. 

 Purpose 

Same subject: in order to ( more formal), to. ( Negative: in order not to/ not to) 

They left in order to arrive in time for the movie. 

We are working harder in order to earn more money. 

Different subject: so that ( normally used with a modal) 

He gave her a present so that she would feel better. 

You should study more so that you can pass the exam. 

 

 Cause or result? 

You can describe the same situation in two different ways depending on what you 

want to say: the cause or the result. 



 

 

I didn’t go to the party because I was ill 

I was ill. That’s why  I didn’t go to the party 

 

 On the one hand...on the other hand 
 

You have to use both to show contrast or when you are comparing two different 

facts or two opposite ways of thinking about a situation.  

 

 Position 

1.Mid position 

Because: it usually follows the main clause.  

He couldn't play because he hurt his leg. 

The yachtsman had lost all sense of direction. Even so, he refused to give 

up in his attempt to cross the Atlantic. 

The yachtsman had lost all sense of direction, yet he refused to give up in 
his attempt to cross the Atlantic. 

 

2. Initial position  

- The clauses that start with as (less formal) and since often begin the sentence. 

 As I was very tired, I went to bed early. 

  Since you are not interested, I won't tell you about it. 

-However and nevertheless (more formal and emphatic) are normally placed in 

initial position. Even so, yet  ( mid position)are less formal. 

 

Learning languages is interesting. However / Nevertheless, you have to study 

very hard. 

Other connectors in initial position are: Moreover, Furthermore, In addition, In my 

opinion, Consequently. 

He’s very good at sports. Besides/ Moreover/ Furthermore, he’s also good at 

languages. 

I was ill. That’s why  I didn’t go to the party 

 

 

 

 



 

 

EXERCISES 

I. Classify the following connectors: 

To sum up /first / as far as I am concerned / in order to / personally / because / 

such as / therefore / then / to begin with / besides / although /finally / so that / for 

example / however / later / what’s more / despite/ furthermore / due to / 

consequently / thirdly / in conclusion 

 

Addition Purpose Cause Contrast Result 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Sequence Opinion Giving 

examples 

To conclude To list points 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

II.  Complete the following sentences:  

1. I failed the exam. Consequently,  

2. Istanbul is famous for its historical buildings. Furthermore,  

3. Einstein was not a very good student at school. However,  

4. My mother is a fantastic cook. Besides,  

5. You need a password so that 

6. You should copy all your photographs in order not to 

 

III. Rewrite these sentences using the connector in brackets: 

1. I couldn’t sleep although I was tired. ( despite) 

 

2. Although he has got an English name, he is in fact German. (despite) 

 

3. In spite of her injured foot, she managed to walk to the village( although) 

 

4. I decided to accept the job although the salary was low. ( in spite of) 

 

5. In spite of not having eaten for 24 hours, I didn’t feel hungry. (even though) 

 



 

 

IV. Join these sentences using the connectors in brackets. 

1. I went shopping. I wanted to buy some new books. ( in order to) 

 

2. I love skiing. Jonah likes surfing. (whereas) 

 

3. My brother speaks several languages. He speaks German, French and 

Italian. ( such as) 

 

4. Her mother thinks she’s too young. She can’t dye her hair. (therefore) 

 

5. My tattoo was small. Nobody could see it. ( so that) 

 

V. Choose the correct alternative to complete the sentences. 

1. Despite of / In spite of the rain, we went out. 

2. I love Spanish omelette. In fact/ However, it’s my favourite dish. 

3.Although/ However it was cold, they had a swim in the sea. 

4. I moreover/ personally think reading is very important. 

5. In my opinion/From my opinion, developments in new technologies are 

frightening. 

6. He’s very rude to everyone. That’s why / For that, nobody wants to talk to 

him. 

7. For to start/To start with, I’d like to say how happy I am to be here. 

 

VI. Choose the correct answer 

1. Sometimes new drivers are careful, (whereas, because, because of) experienced 

drivers are not. (Because, However, Yet) there are so many accidents, the 

government is looking for solutions, (for example, in order  to, therefore) raising 

the driving age. 

 

2. Alan wanted to move from his village to the big city, (except for, but, moreover) 

he didn’t have the money to pay the rent.(Therefore, Since, In addition to), he 

came up with a plan.(Yet, First, However), he would get a job, and (on the other 

hand, nevertheless, then) he could save up the money for rent. 

 

3. (Despite, Although, However) pets are cute, many people don’t want one. They 

say that (because, besides, apart from) pets are dirty, they don’t like them in their 

house. (In addition to, Nevertheless, Moreover) they think pets are too noisy. 

 

 


