
TENSE CHART      IES Europa 

 TENSE FORM TIME 

EXPRESSIONS 

USE 
  

  
  

  
  

  
  
  

PR
E

S
E

N
T

 

Simple  

-S / - ES 

 DO / DOES 

 

Often, every day, 

once, on Mondays, 

How often? 

-Routines, regular habits 

-General truth, scientific 

fact 

-Stative verbs 

 

Continuous  

AM , IS, ARE + 

VING 

 

Today, tonight, 

right now, 

currently, at 

present 

-Action happening now 

-Temporary action 

-Definite plan for the 

near future 

Perfect 

Simple 

 

HAVE / HAS + 

PAST 

PARTICIPLE. 

 

Already, ever, 

never, recently, 

lately, yet, 

just.for, since 

How long? 

-Action began in the past, 

continues in present. 

-An action in 

undetermined time in the 

past, important in the 

present 

 

Perfect 

Continuous  

 

HAVE / HAS + 

BEEN + VING 

 

For a year, since, 

all night / 

morning/ day 

How long? 

-Action started in the 

past, continues in 

present. 

-An action whose  results 

are still apparent 

  
  

  
  

  
  

  
  

 P
A

S
T

 

Simple  

-ED / 2nd 

column 

 DID 

 

Yesterday, last 

Sunday, in 1989, 

two days ago, 

when, then 

-Completed action in the 

past 

Continuous  

WAS / WERE + 

VING 

 

Last night / 

week..at nine 

o’clock 

When, while, as 

-Incomplete action in 

progress 

-Incomplete action 

interrupted by another 

-Two incomplete actions 

in progress 

Perfect 

Simple 

 

HAD + PAST 

PARTICIPLE 

 

Already, by the 

time, after, 

before, until, 

never, just 

A completed action which 

took place before 

another action in the past 

Perfect 

Continuous 

 

HAD+ BEEN + 

VING 

 

For hours, since 

last April, all 

morning, when, 

until, before 

An action which continued 

up to another past action 

 

 

 

 



  
  

  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  

F
U

T
U

R
E

 
Going to  

AM, IS, ARE + 

GOING TO + 

BASE 

 

This evening , 

later, next month, 

soon, in an hour, in 

a few weeks 

-A planned action for the 

future 

-An action that is about 

to happen 

Simple  

WILL + BASE 

WON’’T + BASE 

 

This evening, 

later, next month,  

Soon… 

-Prediction 

-A timetable 

-A spontaneous decision 

-A promise 

Continuous  

WILL+ BE + 

VING 

 

At this time 

tomorrow, at this 

time next …, in the 

next decade 

-An action in progress at 

a certain time in the 

future 

Perfect  

WILL+ HAVE + 

PAST 

PARTICIPLE 

 

By this time next 

week, by ten 

o’clock, by the end 

of.., by August, in 

two years… 

-A completed action  at a 

certain future time 

 
 


